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■ INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT International application No. 

ON PATENTABILITY PCT/5E2004/000419 

10/550261 ~ 

Box No. 1 Basis of the report ; ^ 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ " This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-14 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-7 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/12-12/12 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded . " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ■ 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
D1 = WO-A-02085144. 

2. Prior art 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1, and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A variable capacity store (variable capacity store for elongated elements (1)) 
comprising a set of conveyor means (turns (32) and (45)) superpositioned on top and 
connected to each other (see figures). 

3. Problem 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as, 
how to provide an alternative variable capacity store comprising a set of layers of 
conveyor means in which the number of said layers is not limited by the rigidity of 
said conveyor means. 

4. Solution 

Each conveyor means includes an endless conveyor arranged in a H-shaped pattern 
including two parallel elongated portions and a transverse portion, which is movable 
along said elongated portions, wherein said H-shaped pattern is, by said transverse 
portion, divided into an active path positioned on one side of said transverse portion 
and a passive path positioned on the other side, wherein the capacity of the conveyor 
means is arranged to be varied by displacing the transverse portion and thereby 
increasing or decreasing the proportion between the active path and the passive 
path. 

The proposed solution is not known nor suggested by the available prior art. 
Claim 1 seems therefore to satisfy the requirements of Article 33(1), (2) and (3) PCT. 

5. Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

6. Claims 1-7 are clearly industrially applicable (Art. 33(4) PCT). 

7. Further remarks 

According to the requirements of Rule 11.13(m) PCT the same feature shall be 
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denoted by the same reference sign throughout the application. This requirement is 
not met in view of the use of reference sign 9 (see: description, page 8, line 11). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 
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